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"The history of humanity is a collection of transformative moments. It is a series of 
pivotal events and defining moments in which our future is suddenly, immeasurably 
altered by an invention, an action, or a discovery. These moments can be separated by 
years, decades, or more commonly centuries. But when they occur, we can be certain 
that tremendous change is in our future. These moments are Hinges of History.”


Mihir Pershad


Main point: Receive the Spirit as the life-giving gift of these last days 

Point 1: What happened? God sent His Spirit (v. 1-13) 

Acts 1:5

for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.


Acts 1:8

…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.


“What happened on the day of Pentecost suggests that God's curse had been 
removed. But the confusion of tongues was not undone by providing a common Spirit 
language. Communication actually took place through the diversity of languages 
represented there. God was expressing his ultimate intention to unite people 'from 
every tribe and language and people and nation' (Rev 5:9-10; 7:9) under the rule of his 
Son (Eph. 1:9-10), providing reconciliation through him and 'access to the Father by 
one Spirit' (Eph. 2:14-18).”


David Peterson

The Acts of the Apostles 

Point 2: What did it mean? God always keeps His promises (v. 14-21)  

Ezekiel 36:26–28

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove 
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. You 
shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will 
be your God. 
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“What a glorious gospel verse this is! This is one of the great lifeboat texts of the Bible. 
He who can get into this boat shall certainly sail to glory in safety. …whosoever shall 
do this not only may be but ‘shall be saved.’” 


Charles Spurgeon

Spurgeon's Verse Expositions of the Bible 

Acts 4:12

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.


Point 3: Why does it matter? We have the Spirit! 

“The wind and the fire were abnormal, and probably the languages too, but the new life 
and joy, fellowship and worship, freedom, boldness, and power were not.”


John Stott

The Message of Acts 

Ephesians 5:18–21

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another out of reverence 
for Christ.


John 16:14

He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.


“There can be no life without the life-giver, no understanding without the Spirit of truth, 
no fellowship without the unity of the Spirit, no Christlikeness of character apart from 
his fruit, and no effective witness without his power. As a body without breath is a 
corpse, so the church without the Spirit is dead.”


John Stott

The Message of Acts 


