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Main Point: The pathway to joy is to orient your life to God’s purposes 
  
What is He teaching us to pray? 
Point 1: To want His reign to increase on earth


#1 
True Christian prayer is always a preoccupation with God and his glory


 John Stott

The Message of the Sermon on the Mount, p. 151


 

#2 
Mark 1:15

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

 

#3 
Colossians 1:13–14

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.


#4 

Revelation 11:15

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of 
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” 

 

#5 
Hebrews 12:28

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God 
acceptable worship, with reverence and awe

 

Point 2: To love and give ourselves to His will

 

#6 
In prayer, we are not instructing God as much as we are instructing ourselves.


Kevin DeYoung

 

#7 
Romans 12:2

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 


#8 
Matthew 6:33

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
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#9 

Our lord is just emphasizing here that before we begin to think of our own personal needs and desires, 
we should have this burning desire within us for the coming of His kingdom, that the name of God may 
be glorified and magnified over all. 


DMLJ 


Point 3: Why pray these things?

 

#10 
In the Lord’s prayer, we are asking that God would do whatever he must do so that his name is revered 
and esteemed and cherished in the world. We are asking that his spiritual kingdom come in the hearts of 
people…(If this is) the lodestar in the constellation of our prayers, (then) all other requests will have their 
proper place…every request, even for daily bread, is really a concrete way of asking that God’s name 
and will and kingdom take the supreme place in our hearts.”


John Piper

When I Don’t Desire God: How to fight for Joy, p.168.


 

#11 
If He really is our Father in Heaven, the personal God of love and power fully revealed by Jesus Christ, 
Creator of all, who cares about the creatures he has made and the children he has redeemed, then and 
then only does it become possible (indeed, essential) to give his concerns priority and to become 
preoccupied with his name, his kingdom, and his will 


John Stott,

 

#12 
Luke 22:42

saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be 
done.”



