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Main point: Keep Jesus as the supreme treasure in your heart 

Point 1: Your heart will be where your treasure is 

Point 2: Your heart has eyes 

Point 3: Your heart always serves a master 

#1: 
“If we would only think seriously about our possessions, we would realize that they 
belong to a passing world, which offers no security. In fact, seeking security in this world 
and its possessions is a recipe for producing anxieties, rather than relieving them! The 
more we gather possessions in order to feel secure, the more we feel we need them in 
order to be secure and then the more we need to guard them to maintain our security. 
Therefore, the less secure we are! It is a familiar saying that wealth does not buy 
happiness. Here Jesus explains why. Happiness depends on lasting wealth.”  

Sinclair Ferguson 
The Sermon on the Mount: Kingdom Life in a Fallen World 

#2: 
Ephesians 6:10-13   
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day. 

#3: 
“Life is fundamentally shaped by the values you carry around with you. Everything you 
do is an expression of those values…everything you do in life is somehow your attempt 
to get what is important to you. The word the Bible uses to capture this concept is 
treasure. It is a wonderful word.” 

Paul Tripp 
Lost in the Middle: Midlife and the Grace of God 
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#4: 
“Because of these biblical treasure principles, the personal archeology of midlife is a dig 
for buried treasure. You are looking back at the things you assigned value to and 
assessing what kind of return you got on your investment. It is often the case that what 
seemed valuable in your younger adult years isn’t a treasure to you anymore. Whether 
your treasure was career success, the love and respect of your friends, your 
appearance, the continual upgrading of your possessions, or some dream of an idyllic 
future, the crucible of midlife eventually reveals its real value. Your treasures were fool’s 
gold, not really worth anything in the end.”  

Paul Tripp 
Lost in the Middle: Midlife and the Grace of God 

#5: 
Mark 4:16-17 
And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, 
immediately receive it with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a 
while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately 
they fall away. 

#6: 
1 Timothy 6:17-19  
As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes 
on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus 
storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may 
take hold of that which is truly life. 

#7: 
Ephesians 1:17-19 
‘(I pray) that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your 
hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe. 

#8: 
Romans 1:25 
They exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator - who is blessed forever! Amen. 
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#9: 
1 Corinthians 7:29-32  
This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, 
let those who have wives live as though they had none, and those who mourn as 
though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, and those who deal with the 
world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is 
passing away. I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about 
the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 

#10: 
Luke 14:16-21 
“A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. And at the time for the banquet he 
sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now 
ready.’ But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a 
field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.’ And 
another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came 
and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry. 

#11: 
“Saving faith receives Christ as a treasure, but not as second to lands, oxen, or 
spouses. He is valued above them. Or he is rejected. Embracing him as one among 
many useful treasures is worse than useless. It is worse because it gives the impression 
that he is willing to be used. He is not. He will be received as our supreme treasure, or 
not at all. ‘Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me’ (Matthew 
10:37). ‘Any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my 
disciple’ (Luke 14:33). ‘I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord’ (Philippians 3:8).”  

John Piper 
What IS Saving Faith? Reflections on Receiving Christ as a Treasure 

 

 


