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Main point: Do acts of righteousness to be seen by your Father in 
heaven 

Point 1: Acts of righteousness 
i) Giving

ii) Prayer

iii) Fasting/Spiritual Disciplines


#1:

“To an unusual degree today, Christians mistakenly think that the freedom of Christian

experience means that we no longer need to make any effort to be spiritual…Christians

mistakenly think that..to set aside specific time during the day for prayer, or to engage in

deliberate acts of self-denial as we seek the Lord’s face – is seen as ‘legalism’ and ‘bondage’.

Jesus, on the other hand, assumes that these disciplines are basic to any spiritual vitality. And

he was no legalist!”


Sinclair Ferguson

The Sermon on the Mount: Kingdom Life in a Fallen World


#2:

2 Timothy 3:1  

But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For

people will be lovers of self… having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid

such people.


#3:

1 Timothy 4:7

Train yourself for godliness; 8 for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in 
every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.


Point 2: Motives for acts of righteousness  
i) Do not do acts of righteousness in order to be seen by other people

ii) Do acts of righteousness in order to be seen in secret by God


#4:

Matthew 4:17  

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven

is at hand.


Matthew 4:23  

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming

the gospel of the kingdom.


#5:

Matthew 1:21

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people

from their sins.
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#6:

Psalm 139:7 

Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?


#7:

Hebrews 4:13

No creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him

to whom we must give account.


Point 3: Rewards for acts of righteousness 
i) In this life

ii) In the life to come 


#8:

Hebrews 12:2

Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set

before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the

throne of God.


#9:

“There is no greater fallacy than to imagine that the moment a man is converted and becomes

a Christian, all his problems are solved, and all his difficulties vanish. The Christian life is full of

difficulties, full of pitfalls and snares.”


Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Studies in the Sermon on the Mount


#10:

Philippians 1:12

I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the 
gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest 
that my imprisonment is for Christ (the gospel)…I am put here for the defense of the gospel…I 
will rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 
will turn out for my deliverance… I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as 
always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain…My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.


#11:

“In March, my beloved wife, Nanci, lost her four-year battle with colon cancer. All 54 years I’ve

known her, Nanci loved Jesus. But from a front-row seat, I watched a wonderful — and

supernatural — change in those last four years. In 2019, Nanci wrote to a friend and fellow

cancer sufferer…’The cancer battle has been tough. However, my time with the Ancient of 
Days (one of my favorite names for God) has been epic! He has met me in ways I never knew 
were possible. I have experienced His sovereignty, mercy, and steadfast love in tangible ways. I 
now trust Him at a level I never knew I could.’…”


Randy Alcorn

Eternal Perspectives Ministry


#12:
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Matthew 23:13

But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in 
people’s faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in.


#13:

Matthew 23:15 

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to make a 
single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of 
hell as yourselves.


#14:

“I sometimes think that it (Matthew 6) is one of the most uncomfortable chapters to read in the

entire Scriptures. It probes and examines and holds a mirror up before us, and it will not allow

us to escape. There is no chapter which is more calculated to promote self-humbling…than 
this particular one. But thank God for it…because it is only the man who has truly seen himself 
for what he is who is likely to fly to Christ, and to seek to be filled with the Spirit of God who 
alone can burn out of him the vestiges of self.”


Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Studies in the Sermon on the Mount
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