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Main point: Let your suffering drive you deeper into the heart of God 

Point 1: Joy in the midst of suffering 

#1: 

Acts 5:41  
Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to

suffer dishonor for the name. 


#2: 

Isaiah 11:1-2 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 
shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the LORD.


Point 2: Blessed in the midst of insult 

#3: 

Matthew 5:11 
Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil

against you falsely on my account.


#4: 

George MacDonald 
“The Son of God suffered unto death, not that men might not suffer, but that their 
sufferings might be like his”
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Point 3: Devoted in the midst of judgement 

#5 

John Piper 
Providence 
“For those who trust Christ, God’s sovereignty in suffering is not an unyielding problem 
but an unfailing hope. It means that, in the suffering of Christians, neither Satan nor 
man nor nature nor chance is wielding decisive control. God is sovereign over this 
suffering, which means it is not meaningless. It is not wrath. It is not ultimately 
destructive. It is not wanton or heedless. It is purposeful. It is measured, wise, and 
loving… In other words, for thousands of suffering Christians, the all-pervasive 
providence of God is not a barrier for faith but the ground of faith-preserving, sanity-
sustaining, love- empowering hope.”


#6 

Joni Eareckson Tada 
“I relearned the timeless lesson of allowing my suffering to push me deeper into the 
arms of Jesus. I like to think of my pain as a sheepdog that keeps snapping at my 
heels to drive me down the road to Calvary, where, otherwise, I would not be naturally 
inclined to go.”


